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methods. He began by capturing the Petrcgrai
Soviet, of which lie was now President. He tLen set
to work to prepare a kind of General Staff, called the
Military Revolutionary Committee, which co-operated
with, the Bolshevik elements in the army and navy
and the industrial communities. He saw that the
army was now moribund; he saw that the moderates
and the bourgeoisie were without cohesion. He
observed that Kerenski had no party at his back,
and that the apathy and despair of Russia made her
an easy prey to even a small body who were armed
and resolute. His first business was to make that
body dictators ; his second to conclude peace with
an enemy who would gladly be released for their
heavy task in the West; his third to summon the
proletariat of all nations to do what had been done
in Russia. His creed, one of the stalest and oldest
in the world, has in every generation appeared some-
where for a brief season, only to perish by its own
weakness. But in this case it had such a field as
history had never shown before. In the weary and
bewildered circles of Russian statecraft Trotski
appeared like a leopard among kine.

The Military Revolutionary Committee organized
its Red Guards, who increased steadily in numbers
and seized all the strategic points in the capital,
including the Winter Palace, Kerensky's residence.
Kerensky fled, and the whole of Petrograd was in
Bolshevik hands. The government of the country
was placed in the hands of a body called the Council
of People's Commissaries, with Lenin as President,
Trotski Minister of Foreign Affairs, and a half-
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